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Execution of Final Project 
I have had a great time collecting objects, setting up scenes and taking photographs for this project. I 

have based this project on “Vanitas”, a 17th century Dutch style of still life painting. According to 

Dictionary.com, vanitas is “symbolic of the inevitability of death and the transience and vanity of earthly 

achievements and pleasures; it exhorts the viewer to consider mortality and to repent.” Although I’m 

not sure I fully achieved this symbolism in my photos, I am particularly proud of the painterly style I did 

achieve, especially in “Vanitas” and “Abundance.”  

I was inspired by a photographer I came across named Anatoly Che whose still life photographs exhibit 

an evocative arrangement of objects and suggest images of paintings from the Dutch Golden Age, such 

as Vermeer’s “The Geographer” and “The Milkmaid” or Pieter Claesz’s “Still Life with Musical 

Instruments”. (In fact, a reproduction print of Vermeer’s “Girl with a Pearl Earring” is part of my image, 

“Penitence”.)  

To begin, I collected objects together that seemed to imply a specific theme such as harvest, or food, or 

home life. Then I chose a couple of different situations in my home. The first site that I tried was beside 

a window, allowing the light from outside come across the objects from left to right, much like 

Vermeer’s paintings often make evident. The second location used the overhead canister (LED) lights in 

the room.  Then I took many shots adjusting the shutter speed and the f-stop until I was satisfied with 

the exposure. I used a tripod and a remote shutter release because of the very slow shutter speeds that 

were necessary.  

In post processing, I modified the RAW images in LightRoom to make them more painterly. I adjusted 

the exposure, temperature and clarity, amongst other things, and then applied the graininess effect to 

each image. I saved each image as jpeg at the highest quality possible. The final twelve images are 

included in the zipped folder submitted. To display my work in a webpage I reduced the size and 

resolution of each jpeg image to be more appropriate for downloading and presentation on the web. 

I would not have known how to do any of this before taking this course – from capturing RAW images to  

adjusting the exposure settings on the camera to understanding the depth of field of the resulting image 

to even knowing about how to post process in LightRoom. Please find my final project webpage at: 

http://www.donovanden.com/ExposingDigitalPhotography/index.html 

Note: Please be sure to click on the embedded hyperlinks above to see all the images. 

Included: 
DCDWebPage: includes all files necessary to display the webpage. (index.html is the start page.) 
FinalImages: includes twelve the full-size jpeg images and two location set-up photos. 
DCDFinalPaper: this document. 
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